would be well to have him come here. Furthermore, the
law placed the execution of the Reconstruction acts in his,
Grant's, hands. He had not been consulted when he re-
ceived orders, and those orders counteracted, in their
terms, some of his orders. While he had no wish to come in
conflict with any one, he had a duty to perform. He must
see the Reconstruction law executed.

The President was very cool, calm, and deliberate in
his reply to this studied and premeditated speech. He
reminded General Grant that he himself had brought the
surgeon's certificate in regard to General Thomas' health,
had stated it was such that he thought it imprudent for
General T. to go at this time to New Orleans, and had
asked to have the order suspended. That, as regarded
a leave to Sheridan, that could as well be granted after
he reported on the frontier as before. Let him repair to
Leavenworth or Denver and relieve General Hancock,
then, if he can be spared for a visit, he can take his time
and the several orders would be carried into effect. "Gen-
eral Grant will understand it is my duty to see the laws are
executed, and also that when I assign officers to their duty
my orders must be obeyed. I have made this arrangement
and performed this work deliberately, and it will go with
as little delay as possible."

Grant was humbled by this great rebuke and changed
the subject. He said if General Sickles was to be detached,
no better man than General Canby could succeed him.
Canby could not, however, be very well spared from here,
where he was familiar with details, and above all his serv-
ices were important on the Board of Claims. As regarded
General Sickles, two of his orders, the one intended as a
stay-law and one establishing a code, were unauthorized.
Both were good in themselves, but General Sickles had no
authority to issue such orders. There might also be other
objectionable orders.

The President said he was glad there was concurrence of
views in regard to the future of General Canby, and as for